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C2 e t1; » "for mer Impy efſion of 


this Book, meting with the 


Tadpment and Opinion of a great | 


Stateſmna; 1, 1:1 the Reign of King 


Henry V II. and his Vice- Roy 


2 Jreland, S$ir Anthony St. Let- | 


ger by 7 Diane (who uſed to ſay, 


That there were three thi Jings | 


would ſettle a State or Kingaom, 
iſt. Good Cod fathers and God- 
mothers pci Jo br.” their Þ ows. 
2dly, God  Houſholaers overe 


looking their Families. zdly, | 


Good School-maſters Educatius 
of Nouth. Aid this laſt the 
moſt nſef:!, although to 10(F 
conternntivle.) I am the more 
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Ws. Train up a Child in the way 
'&r- | he ſhould go, and when he 
ly, is old he will nor depart 
1% | from 1t, Prov. 22+ 6 


10ſt ye eſt omnium moralium 
irtutum nobiliſſima, 


nore 
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TO THE 
; Hopeful young Gentleman 


payee 
7. C. Eſquire. 


HE ſerious conſideration 
- b--3 of the dreadful danger 


to mens ſouls by reaſon 

'3 Ol of wicious and ſinful Cuſtoms 
{on.J a»d Habits contratted in youth, 
which being confirmed by a loag 
continuance ina debauchedconrſe 
Jan? of Life, renders their Conver- 
| ſon and Reformation very diffi- 

\ cult, if not next to impoſſible, as 

i the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer. Xi}. 23s 
Can the Artiopian change his 
Skin, or the Leopard his ſpots 2? 

1 then may ye allo do good, that 
J are accultomed to do evil ; 
nade me ſenſible, that the only 


A 3 way 


7 ==> DV 


6 The Epiſtle 
way to prevent this great Miſ- 


enief muſt be by engaging Per- | 


ſons betimes in their young and 
tender Tears, in Vertue andtrue 
Goodneſs, by means of religions 


and prudent Education, Inſtru- | 


(lion and Advice : And there- 


fore I conceived it not to be be-| 


fraes my Daty (next to my own 


Children) to indeavonr to pre-! 


vent this Evil and Danger fall- 


ing upon ny on'y Goa ſon now re- 


maining alive, and capable of 


Advice, and that therein ( I att. * 
ine within my own Province) it 


could not be imputed to me as 4a 


h 


Crime, Bnt, Sir, now ſeeing | 


this Diſcourſe 1s likely to bel 
made more publick than was at 
firſt intended, I conld not well 1 
find out one more ſuitable, to! 


whom to dedicate it, than your | 


ſelf, who are a Gentl:man of 


fuch great Hopes, as to be in 


Fe, , 


Dedicatory. 7 


time, one of the Yertuoli of the 
Age you live in; who, I doubt 
not, will make it your Study and 
Care, by your Life and Conver= 
| ſation, io refute that bold Ajſer- 
tron of him who once ſaid, O vir- 
} tus, quzſivi te ur rem, fed 
tantum merum nomen es | For 
certainly there is true Guld 11 
i the World, although thre is 4 
{ great deal of counterfeit etal 
1 like it. I ſhall ſay no more, leaſt 
it may prove Offenſive to you, 
whoſe Care, Twyerily believe, will 


t\ be to be rather Good than Great) - 


| who will have agreater Deſire to 
1 be nſeful in your Generation ta 
q ſerve your Prince and Contr), 
than to be talkd of in the 
1 Yo ld. Thas heartily wiſhing 
1 to you the Completion of all 
| Happineſs, which only conſiſt s in 
| a religions and weriuons Life 
here, and at Death to be Fx 
A 4 7.078 


g The Epiſtle, e&+c. | 


more Happy ; tranſlated hence | 
into heavenl; Manſions, thoſe | 
Receptacles of Vertuons, Noble | 
and Purified Souls, in the high- | 
eſt Heavens, there to be taken | 
up with the holy and excellent 
Imployment s of the bleſſed Angel:, | 


for evermore: I am, 


SIR 


? 


Your affe&tionate Friend 


and humble Scrvant, 


*% * 
OE Is Se CY "OO 
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| TO A 
cod) ho 


God (on, 


N regard you have own'd 
me your God-father, 1 
think therefore you do 
not doubt but that I per- 
{ formed that Office for you in 
the Face of the Chriſtian Con- 
A feregation. So thar if that kind 
gof Right and Intereſt I have 


A5 in 


>» 


# 
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in you, do it nor, yet at leaſt, | 
the Obligation of Chriſtian Du: 
ty, puts me upon this preſent 1 
Trouble of tendering to you 4 
my Chriſtian Advice and Coun- } 
{el ; which being out of my {I 
Love to you, I hope it will not | 
be un-rateful and unpleziing; | 
(for none bur 11] Natures can 
by to unworthy, as to reject 
the Advices of an aff-ctionate |þ 
Friznd.) You are to know, God- 
fon, That I was your: Proxis | 
in your place and ſtead, to an- 
{wor for you, (you being not 
abl- to anſwer for your (elf) 8 
That you aid renounce the De- | 
vil and all his Wake, the | 
Pomps and Vanities of thu 
wicked World, the fiaſnl Liſts 
of the Fleſh: That you did be- | 
lieve all the Articles of the | 
Chriſtian Faith ; And that you | 
wauld keep God's holy Will and \ 
Commana- | 


: 
N 


or, Aavice to aGod-ſ,n. 11 


alk, Commandments, and walk in the 
wy | ſame all the Days of your Life, 


eNT } as you have acknowledged in 
70u | 


Un- 


your Catechiſta, in which I 


| was inſtrumental, in the {olemn 


Dedication of you to God and 


| his Service, to be the Diſciple 


of the ever bleſl:d Jeſus; to 
your Entrance upon your ho- 


{ly Chriſtian Profeflion, and 
I the initiating you in his ho- 


ly Catholick Church, of which 


{the preſent Church of Exgland 


#13 a Part; in which Church 


| you being born, were baptiz:=d. 


3 Now, God ſon, although I 


queſtion not, but by the Chri- 


q {tian Care of your Parents, you 


$ have been already inſtructed in 


the Firſt Principles of your ho- 


Ily Religion contained in our 
$Church-Catechiim(who,doudbt- 
lets axe no leſs obliged to pro- 
I mote your Chriſtianity, than if 


you 
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yon had had no God. fathers | 
and God-mothers :) But never- | 
theleſs it many times falls our, 
that our Parents are remiſs and 
negligent herein, therefore our 
Mother, the Church of £Erg- } 
land, hath Rrictly impoſed this | 
Duty of catechiling and in- | 
{trufting all young Perfons her 
Children, in their Chriſtianity, | 
upon all her Prieſts and Mi- ! 
niſters- Therefore for your | 
Welfare, God-fon, aiter my | 
hearty Prayers to God for you, # 
eive me leave, with Freedom | 
and Earneſtneſs, to exnort your 1 
to account this happy Privilege ? 
of your Chiiſtianity,- to be the ? 
preatcit Blefling and Happineſs &# 
that a Man or Woman (born ? 
into the World) are capable of ; ' 
for the Goſpel, or glad Ti- ! 
dings ot Salvation by Jeſus } 
Chrilt, was the great Redemp- 3 
tion Þ 


or, Advice to a God-ſon, 173 


tion and Happineſs to a fin- 
tul, degenerate and miſerable 
World: Now you muſt know, 
God fon, That God (having 
created lan) madea Covenant 


J and Agreement with him, ro 
s {| this purpoſe; That 1t he con- 


tinued in Obedience to God, 
That both that Knowledge of 
tis Duty, and that Strength of * 
Soul and Mind he then enjoyed 
(in his Eſtate of Innocency 
and Happineſs) ſhould be con- 
tinued ro him, and that he 
ſhould never die, but be hap- 
py for ever: But on the other 
ſide, if he finn'd and diſobeyed 
God, then both he and all his 
Polterity ſhould loſe that 
Knowledge, and rhat pertect 
Strength, and be ſubject to 
Death, both Temporal and E- 
ternal. But our Firſt Parent 
Adam diſobeyeth God, and ſo 
brings 


14 A New-Tears Gift : 


brings a Curſe on himſelf and 
all his Poſterity, ( they lofin 

both their Knowledge of, and 
Strength to perform their Du- 
ty; being both ignorant and 
weak, having a Backwardneſ\s 
to all Good, and an Aptnelsto 
all Evi!) and allo Dzath Tem- 
poral and Eternal at laſt. All 
Mankind being now in this mi- 
ſerable Condirion of Bondage 
and Slavery, to Sin and Sa- 
tan, Dzath and Hell; God was 
pleaſed to make a Second Co- 
venant of Grace and Mercy 
with loſt Man, and therein pro- 
miles to ſend his Son (that Seed 
of the Woman which ſhould 
break the Serpents Head) who 
ſhould be a King, Prieſt, and 


© Prophet to us: ARKing to rule 


us, a Prieſt to make an A- 
ronement for us with his Fa- 
taer, and to intercede for us; 

and 


or, Advice to a God-ſon., 15 


| and a Prophet to teach and 


inſtruct us in all things neceſ- 


2 ſary to our Happineſs, in the 
$ whole Will and Mind of God. 
8 Accordingly the Bleſlzd Jelus, 
| in fulneſs of Time was ſent 


into the World from Heaven, 


q totake our Nature upon him, 
$ to become Man, and fo in our 
q ftead, as our Surety, then paid 


the Price of our Redemp:1on, 


| by ſhedding his molt precious 


Blood upon the Crols, oft:ring 


! up his Soul, a Sicrifce to God, 
1 to fatisfy his Father's | 


| alkice, 
(of which great Sacrihce all the 
legal Sacrifces were Types, and 
as ſuch were acceptable with 
God, for he was the Lamb of 
God {lain from the Beginning of 
the World) and by this means 
to reconcile us to God, to pro- 
cure to us the {ſinful Offspring 
of ſinful Adam (upon our true 
Repen- 


I» 
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Repentance) a Pardon of all 
our Sins: (For he purchaſed a 
general Pardon to all the Re- 
bellious Sons of Adam, upon 
their Submiſſion and laying 


down their Arms, and cealing | 


their Hoſtilities againſt Hea- 


ven, and becoming dutiful and 
obedient Subjects) and of the | 
Servants of Sin and Slaves of Sa- | 
ran (the greateſt Slavery in the 


WO OOO | 


World) to be made the Sons | 


and Servants of God (whoſe 


Service 1s perfect Freedom) to | 
be in ſome Meaſure reſtored to ' 
their firſt State of Innocence 


and Happineſs, to be made 
vertuous and holy, conformed 
to the Image of their heaven- 
ly Father; to enjoy his Friend- 
ſhip and Favour, and to be 
blefled by him here in this 
Life, and at Death to be tran- 
{lated into the bleſſed Regions 


of 


or, Advice to a God-ſon. 17 


f Happineſs above in Heaven; 
here to behold, love, contem- 


late, praiſe and admire Him 


o all Eternity, with all his 


holy Angels. 


Now, conſider ſcrioully,God- * 
on, Was not this great Love 
and good Will of God, in this 


Egreat Contrivance and Work of 


our Redemption? And in his 


Iſending his beloved Son into 
Jthe World for the efteCting the 


ſame> And was 1t not alfo 
great Love and condeſcending 


I Goodneſs in the Son of God, 
| the bleſſed Jeſus, to ſtoop trom 
2 Heaven to Earth, to take up- 
on him the Nature of ſinful 
{ Man? To beborn of a Woman, 


to live here upon Earth a mean 


7 and deſpicable Life, to be ha- 
1] ted, reviled, perſecuted (even 
{ while he went about defigning 
1 and doing all the Good he 


could, 
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could, both ro the Bodies and | 
Souls oft Men, and publiſhing | 
th: glad Tydings of Salvation | 
to all the World, and by his ! 
divine Doctrine rectifying the | 
25r£4t Errors, Miſtakes and De- 
I17ons that the World lay un- 
d-r making a clear and full ' 
Ditcovery of what was Trurh, | 
and v2ing the great Exemplar of 


all Vercu* Holineſs, true Worth 
and Goodnels toall the World,) 


Berng, notwirhi{tanding, herein * 
expoled to all the Malice and |: 
Rage of Men and Devils: And 
at laſt to lay down his precious 
Life by a ſhametul, ignomi- 
nious, painful and cruel Death | 
of Crucihxion : Hereby per- | 
fecting the Work of our Re- | 
demption ; That whoſoever | 
would accept of this Salvation, 
and would believe in him, re- 
pent and be baptized, and fo 
become 


* 


w 
- 


= 
* 
- 


% 
: 


or, Advice to a God: ſon. 19 
become his faithful Diſciple, 


3 ſhould be ſaved. 
S Now, God-fon, you being 
happily born of Chriſtian Pa- 


rents, were according to the 
J holy Inſticution of this bleſ- 
{ſed Jeſus our Lord and Ma- 
\ {ter, and the conſtant Practice 
3 of his Church, baprized, and 


"17 thereby initiated in his Church, 


and made a Member of the 
{fame (as I mentioned before) 


4 and ſo made not only capable 


yr may 


| 


| 


jp 
4 
E. 


| of, but really partaker of this 
1 grear Redemption and Salvati- 
on. It very much concerns 
you, now you are come to a 
! competent Age of Underſtand- 


| ing, ro con{ider how you ſtand 


« obliged to God, and to be true 


1 and faithful ro your baptiſmal 
1 Vow and Covenant, which 
{ now you muſt renew in your 
| own Perſon (except you will 


renounce 
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renounce your Chriſtianity) 
and think that you were obliged! 
alſo to them who were aſliſtant? 
and inſtrumental in this chari-! 
table Work of bringing you to 
this holy - Baptiſm, and devo-! 
ting and dedicating you toF' 
God, and to he the Diſciple of! 
te bleſl:d Jeſus Chriſt, you! 
being thereby Partaker of all? 
the Privileges and Benefits of! 
the Goſpel. Now [ beſeech you," 
with all Chearfulneſs and Ala-! 
crity ot Soul, reſolve forthwith 
to ratify and confirm this Ad- 
vantageous Contract and Vow, | 
made for you (by your God-| 
fathers and God-morhers) in|: 
your Minority and Nonage, and |: 
perform the ſame in your own | 
Perſon, now you are of Capa- | 
city, and abhor to profeſs, what | 
you do not intend to praGtiſc. | 


In purſuance thereof be mo- | 


deſt, F 


or, Advice to a God-ſon. 21 


deſt,and humble, and teachables 
2 be very follicirous to know and 


; Junderſtand fully what your 


Chriſtianity means, and alſo 
J what it requires of you: And 
Zabhor to be oft the Number of 
Jrhem (roo many in the World) 
who neglect that moſt where- 
Jin their chieteſt and greateſt 
23 Care ſhould be, viz. Their Re- 
4 ligion; andoy that means know 
7 little more of their Chriſtianity 
7 but the Name. 

Firſt therefore, God-ſon, have 
1] recourſe, with humble Reve- 
7 rence of Heart and Body, to 
{ God in Prayer, and with great 
4 Fervency beg the Guidance of 
{ his Grace and Spirit, wherein 
Z your bleſſ:d Lord and Saviour 
1 hath furniſhed you with the 
moſt excellent Form compo- 


'R fed by himſelf, which ſhould 


be a Pattern to all our Prayers, 
a 
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andalways to accompany them: 
Bur herein alſo your Mother $5 


' the Church hath furniſhed YE 


you, as alſo other pious Men, F* 
eſpecially that moſt excellent F' 
Book, the whole Duty of Þ 
AAan, which, now I have men- F' 
tioned to you, let me recom- | 
mend it to you as an Atten- | 
dant to the facred Scriptures, in | 
which,in the next place,I would 
adviſe you to be very Conver- | 
ſant, I mean the Scriptures, with | 
a ſpiritual Guide to direct you, | 
and take you by the Hand, e- | 
ſpecially in doubtful and difh- 
cult places, and hearkening to | 
good Sermons, and the learning 
and underſtanding the Princi- 
ples of your Religion, contain- 
ed in our Church Catechiſm ; 
in whica you ſhould requeſt 
your Z2arents and Friends to aſ- 
{iſt and help you, 

And 


ar; Aawvice to a God-ſoy. 212 


-m: | And conhider,God-ſon, Where- 
her Þs in your Baptifmal Vow you 
ied Fenounced The Devil and all 
en, $:- Works, the Pomps and Va- 
ities of this wicked World, 
$14 4a the ſinful Luſts of the 
F/-//, That is to ſay, all Adts 
Df Sin and Difobedience to the 


m- 
n- Pivine Laws (tor Sin is the 
in Þ ranſgreſſion of God's Law) 


s allo all the vain and evil 
er. (ultoms of the World, the 
ith Pride, Exceſs and Vanity of 
»u, Fvorldly and wicked Men, to- 
e. &cther with the gratifying of 
F. Wour carnal and ſenſual De- 


to fires and Appetites, in oppoſt- 
ng tion to thoſe Reſtrictions and 
cj= Mules God hath fet us- And 
n- Bhereas, in the next place, you 


1; Promiſe to believe all the Ar- 
f& Ficles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
{- Friefly ſummed up in the Apo- 

 Wtles Creed, in which is com- 
d F ns oe prehended 


: 
| 
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prehended the Knowledge and 
Belief of all thoſe Truths ot / 
Chriſtianity, neceſſary to bel ; 
known by us, to be the GuidelI ; 
of our Lives, it being the Foun-J , 
dation of all Chriſtian Practice, 

It is very needful to have yourf] R 
Mind well inſtructed therein: 
For without this Foundation y, 
be well laid, the SuperſtructureW,, 
thereupon can never ſtand, but 
will come to rothing ; Igno- 
rance herein is the Mother of 
Error : He that underſtands a- 
miſs, concludes worſe, and Er- 
ror is endleſs, as one ſpeaks, and 
as Dr. $ibs long ſince well ob 
ſerved, Wnoſoever is corrupt wn 
Faith, is corrupt in Obediens 
1 that Degree. Evil OpinioniÞor 
breed evil Life: For as Truth|y 
is from above, the Offspring of 
God, ſo Error 1s from beneath 
from the great Deceiver, the 
FatherF 


or, Advice to 4 God-ſon. 25 
104 Father of Lyes the DeviJ. 7 here- 
ot fore nothing is ſo much worth as 
bel a ind well inſtrufted, faith 
de the Son. of Syrack, Eccleſ, 
N-Y 26, I 

cel And Miſtakes in things of 
ur Religion are oft moſt dreadful 
nf Danger to you, wherefore it 
on very much concerns you to be 
areW well inſtructed with good and 
uy found Principles : True Piety 
10-Y being the Conlequent of a 
ound and orthodox Faith, 
And whereas you promiſe to 
keep God's holy Willand Com- 
mandments, and therein to per- 
hit to your Lives end: Ir is 
moſt neceſſary you ſhould 
Know them and their true Sence 
2nd Meaning, that fo you may 
Pyoid the III they forbid, and 
lo the Good 8 command 
you, which are briefly, yet tul- 
Py contained i in the Expoſition 
SL 
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fet down in your Catechiſm, 
which deſerves your frequent 
and ſerious Conftideration. 
And as ſoon as convenient 
Opportunity is offered have Re- 
courſe to Confirmation by the 
Hands of the Biſhop, there to 
renew ſolemnly your baptiſmal 
Vow and Covenant, and re- 
ceive the Benefit of the Pra y- 
ers of the Congregation, and 
of his Prayers and Bleſling alfo. 
For as a worthy Divine ob- 
ferves, When Men have ſo-\' 
temnly addicted themſelves to} 0 
the Chriſtian Religion, and] ti 
made it their own Act by a|/ at 
voluntary and publick Choice| f 
it will ordinarily have a greatÞ 
Influence upon them in Mo- Ft 
deity, Honour and Reputationſ' 
as well as Conſcience, that they 
ſhall not ealily go back fromſ 2 
it and renounce it, = 
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or, Advice to a God-ſon. 27 


And if you have not a con- 
venient Opportunity for Con- 
fhrmation, take the greater 
Care to fit your ſelf the ſooner 
tor the holy Sacrament of the 
| Body and Blood of our Savi- 
| our, and there renew ſolemnly 
| you baptiſmal Vow and Co- 
| venant, andas ſoon as you have 
| ſo renewed your Covenant and 
| Vow, either at Confirmation or 
' at receiving the Sacrament, I 
| would adviſe you to enter it 
| down jn Writing in your Bible, 
or ſome other Book of Devo- 
tions and Prayers, in which you 


OY on 3 od — 


a xo, Alta lo. = 


BE 


are often, if not daily conver- 
' fant : In Manner following. 
it remembred that 1 
did this 

Anno Domini 


Day of 
ſolemnly renew my bap- 


16 


t:/mal Vaw and Covenant with 
| Re oo | 


_— 
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Ged, and aid then ſeriouſly de- 
vote and reſign. up my ſelf to: 
his Service, from which, I am 
reſolved, hrs og, never 
ro depart, Be to perſiſt in the 
ſame, and be a faithful Diſci- 
ple of my dear Saviour unto my| 
Lives end; in Witneſs whereof | 
(and that I may be mindful of | 
it, and not forget it) I have 
here ſet down the ſame, and 


ſubſcribed my Name, 


And then ſubſcribe your 
Name thereunto : And often | 
afterwards have recourſe to this| 
Contratt, Vow and Covenant 
you have made with God, and} {: 
confider it ſerioutly, and often le 
renew it at the holy Sacrament, ! 
as alſo at convenient timesread| 2! 
both the Church Office andÞ £! 
Prayers at Baptiſm, and at} { 
Confirmations of 

But} 


» "en _ OE... 
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or, Advice to a God-ſoy. 29 
But here let me adviſe you 


.* to have a great Care that your 


religions Warmth and early 
Seriouſneſs, do not carry you 
beyond the plain and known 
Meaſures of your Duty. Let 


your baptiſmal Vow, your Du- 
'ty to God and your Neigh- 
| bour, as ſet down in the Carte- 


chilm, be chiefly in your Mind, 
and ſuffer not your ſelf (mark 
it and remember) I ſay, ſuffer 


' not your ſelf to deviſe ſome 


new and particular Rules to 


; your ſelf, which, in your Zeal, 


you'll be apt to think neceſlary, 
and then be ready to tie your 
ſelf up by a folemn Vow to ob- 
ſerve them. This Forwardneſs 
in making Vows is ordinary 1n 
all beginners in Religion, and 
eſpzcially in young People. And 
tuch Vows (which are no part 
of Duty, but proceed uſually 
B 2 from 
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from too much Heat, and too 
little Conſideration : I have 
heard, to become afterwards 
great Snares to thoſe who made 


them, robbing them of the 
Comforts of fincere Indeavours 


ro keep a good Conſcience, by 
being brought under an Obli- 
gation, which they had better 
have avoided, of doing ſuch 
and ſuch particular Acts of 
Religion, and with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as in themſelves 
are not neceſflary, and perhaps 
not convenient for them, when 
their own Condition of Life 1s 
alrered, nay, perhaps were not 
ſo when they made their Vow. 
This I the rather caution you 
againſt, both for the Reaſon a- 
bove mentioned, That I con- 


ceive an early Piety is very apt þ 


to Tead you this way; and be- 
cauſe I have heard ſome, whoſe 
Scruples 
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or, Aavice to a Goa-fon. 31 


| Scruples have been fo great up- 
| on the breaking ot theſe Vows, 
and coming ſhort of thar 


Trictne(s and height of Reli- 


-] gion in tnoſe particular Tasks 
} which they had impoſed upon 


| themſelves, as to be ready to 
7 fall into Deſpair: Whereas had 
| their Souls been free from ſuck 
| a Bondage, they would have 
' made great Progreſs in vertu- 
| ous Living, and not have 
wanted the unſpeakable Com- 
' fort of a good Conſcience. 
Wherefore I adviſe you hear- 
' tily that in all theſe Religious 
Warmths, you never bind up 


your felt by any haſty Vows, 
but conſult your ſpiritual Guide, 
and take his Directions. For 
{uch Aſſiſtance is every whit as 
; neceſlary for the well govern- 
ing our Fits of Heat, as it 1s 
for curing our Coldneſs in the 
Bqg Dutics 
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Duties of Religion» And do. 1, 
not think my Advice in theſe ] tu 
Matters to be needleſs or ſu-'4 yC 
perfluous: For Religion is the JIn 
grand Concern of cur Lives, |} tt 
and therefore not to be trifled MM 
and played with, as (itis to|}K 
be feared) moſt do among us |C 
now a-days in the World. I[: 
hope I need not uſe many Ar-| G 
guments or Motives to per-|, M 
{wade you to that which is thef| W 
grand Concern of your Life, 11 
and in which conhiſts your 
orcatelt Intereſt and Advan- 
tape. I need not uſe many 
Words to perſwade you to be 
an honeſt Man, and to be as 
good as your Word, as your 
ſolemn Vow and Oath made 
to God. I hope you will ws 
with holy David, P/al. 101. 

1 hate the ſin of Unfaithfulneſs, 

there ſhall no ſuch thing cleave [ V 


W311? 


[-: 00h Aavice to a God-ſon. JJ 


lo 1 to me; and when your faith- 
ſe 1 tulneſs herein, is to be true to 
2-4 your own higheſt and greateſt 
16 {Intereſt and Advantage. Fur- 
s, Jther, conſider ſeriouſly the 
2d, ] Worth and Excellency of the 
tol)Rules and Precepts of the 
| Chriſtian Religion ; which, in 
1} ſhort, you know, is, the loving 
r-f| God with all our Hearts and 
r. |, Minds, with all our Souls, and 
bel: with all our Strength. And 
fe, [\in the next place, loving our 
ur |: Nc1ghbours as our ſelves, as you 
n-|,are taught in our Charch Ca- 
nyÞ techiſm. Now one would think 
be | there ſhould need no Argu- 
as | ment to per{wade you to be in 
ur | Love with God, the moſt ex- 
de þ cellent, amiable, ſoul-ſatisfying 
iy |, Object in the World, thegreat- 

| Feſt and moſt reſplendent Beau- 
f ty you can ever have your 
ve | Mind fixed upon in the whole 
THR | B5 Univerſe 


o 
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Univerſe; yea, The Beauty of | | G 
all the Beanties and Excellen-|\ 
cies in the World, Wiſdom 13.|: 
2. For thefirſt Author of Beau- 
ty hath created them : And as 
the Prophet Zachariah ſpeak| 
Zach. g.17- How great is bis|\: 
Goodneſs, and how great is his} |S 
Beauty? And as the Author of}! fc 
the Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 11.Þlo 
Verſe 23, 24, 26- ſets forth theÞ! hi 
Goodneſs and Excellency of i 
God. But thou (faith he) haſtÞ et 
AMercy upon all, and winkeſt ath\by 
the Sins of Men, becauſe the) ih 
ſpould amend : for thou loweſt all w 
things that are, aud abborreſtÞ A 
nothing which thou haſt maatÞ at 
How could any thing have en-Þ cl 
anred if it had not been thy Sc 
Will, or been preſerved by thee iÞ hc 
But thou ſpareſt all, for they arty ye 
thine, O Lord, thou lover of 
Souls, Now it under the _ N 
odl 


by. dad 


1 or, Advice to a God-ſon, 35 


f || God appeared ſo good and 
1-| 1 Gracious, that he was tiled the 
3.|\\Lover of Souls, how Re- 
1- | ſplendent and Illuſtrious muſt 
as| needs appear the divine Good- 
k|ineſs to us under the Goſpel, 
| when God ſpared not his own 
451 1Son, but hath given him up 
of | for us all, Roms. 8. 32. Yea, (0 
| 


|| loved the World, that he ſent 

' his only begotten Son into the 
|Wortd, that whoſoever believ- 
{aft eth in him ſhould not Periſh, 
at} but have eternal Life. How 
| ſhould we Chriſtians love God 
| with the ſtrongeſt and greateſt 
e/th AﬀeSions imaginable? And in 
ar. fan ecſtacy of Joy loudly pro- 
en-þ claim him to be the Lover of 
{Souls indeed ; and cry out with 
F holy David, O love the Lord 
Je hrs Saints, Bc. Plal. 31+ 23+ 
off In the next place, as to our 
Neighbour, our Religion teach- 
odp CS 
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es us to do unto all Men, as' 
we would they ſhould do to us; 
(that is to ſay) to honour and' 
reverence our Parents, to be! 
Humble towards all our Supe-! ? 
riours, to be Loyal and Fairh- 

ful to our Prince and Sove-|. 
reizn, obedient to his Laws and 
Government; to ſubmit our 
felves to all our Governours, 
Teachets, ſpiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters: To be Juſt and Ho- 
neſt in all our Dealings, friend- 
ly and peaceable towards all 
our Neighbours; to be Chart- 
table and ready to do all the: 
Good we are able both to theſ 
Bedies and Souls of thoſe who 
ſtand in need of it : To be So-þ 
ber, Temperate and Chalt, and} 
to follow Peace with all Men, þ 
and Holineſs: And in reſpect 
to the Duties both of the Firſt 
and Second Table, to ow 
136 


: 
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the Apoſtles comprehenfve Di- 
rection, Philip, 4. 8. What ſoever 
things are Irue, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, what ſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, what ſoever things are of 
gcod Report ; if there be any Ver- 
twe, and if there be any Praiſe 
think on theſe things. So that this 
moſt excellent Religion, muſt 
needs make its Votaries the 
beſt, the moſt lovely Perſons 
in all the Earth, even like unto 
their Lord and Maſter, the e- 
ver bleſſed Jeſus, who himſelf 
was the expreſs Image of his 
Father, God bleſſed tor ever : 
For this is the great End of Re- 
ligion (as a late Author dil- 
courſeth) wiz. The purifying 
and refining the Nature of 
Man, correfting the wild Ex- 
erbitances of Paſſion and _ 


J 
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by which he is 'ſo eſtranged | 
from God, and diſabled to ar- || 
reve at the Life of Vertue and 
Goodneſs, it reſtores us to that 
preomitive State of Happineſs | 
that we loſt in Adam. 
F-\ Thus, in ſhort, you have 
[3 ' the true Repreſentation of the 
8 Chriſtian Religion, than which 
z” nothing can be more excellent, 
as to its Laws and Rules of 
Life: And altho' it is true, it is 
a Yoke and Reſtraint, yet (as |! 
- our Lord and Maſter teſtifies) || 
his Yoke is eaſy, and his Bur- |' 
then light. His excellent Re- 
ligion 1s not a ſowre melancho- 
ly Thing, as is fallly repre- 
{ſented by ignorant and wicked 
Men: It 1s not an Enemy to 
our Mirth, Pleaſure and De- 
ight in this Life (as one hath 
well obſerved) you may Sing, 
Rejoice and be Merry, God de- 


Pies 
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| nigs you nothing but Sin, which 


ſpoils your Joys and daſheth your 


| Airth, and ſooner or later mn(i 
| be ſadly accounted for: As the 
'} Pious Mr. George Herbert uſed 
1 to ſay. Religion doth not baniſh 
| Afrth, but only moderates and 
| ſets Bounas to it; it 15s the only 
| way to renaer our Delights pure 
| and real, and ſatisfattory: For 
| do you imagine that any one 
' can ſo heartily fing and re- 
| Joice as he that hath God his 
| Friend, who lives under the 
' Smiles of Heaven : Indeed it is 
{ the Voice of all Men, who will 


ſhew us any Good? Omnes 
tendunt ad gaudium, ſed unde 
magnum & ſtabile conſequan- 
tur ignorant, faith the Heathen 
Seneca. Every Man would ar- 
rive at Joy and Contentment, 
but how to obtain that which 
is great, ſtable and laſting, they 
00, 
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know not. 
pinels and Satisfaction, and 
Tranquility of Mind in this 


Life : Now behold, here it is | 


only to be had, in'a vertuous 
and chriſtian Life; for 1f we 
ſearch the whole Univerſe, 


where elſe ſhall we find it? For 


we (ce by daily Experience that 
when Men have run through 
all the Felicities this Werld 
can afford them, Riches, Ho- 


nours, Pleaſures ; at laſt, when | 


they come to be Wiſe and Se- 
rious at their Deaths, (for 
Death being a ſerious thing in- 
deed, it makes them that have 
played the Fool all their Lives 
ro become then ſerious & wile :) 
Then they all (if they have 
their Senſes ) loudly proclaim 
with Solomon, That all is Vani- 
ty aud vexation of Spirit, And 


as the wiſe Man diſcourfeth, 


Wiſdows 


All Men ſeek Hap- | 
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*Wiſaom 5. 7,8,9. They will 
thay, We alas ! wearied our 7 go 
1in the Way of Wickeaneſs and 
iDeſtruttion, What hath Pride 
profited #s; Or what good hath 
Riches with our Vaunting 
* brought us ? All theſe things 
| [ore paſſed away like a Shadow, 


(4nd as 4 Poſt that haſteth by, 
[&c- Ana they repenting and 
| groanins for Anguiſh of Spi- 
[rit, ſhall ſay within themſelves 
1(of the Righteous Man) Thrs 
l; he whom we had ſometimes in 


; Deriſton and a Proverb of Re- 


| proach, we Fools accounted his 
| Life Madneſs, and bis End to 
1 be without Howonr: How 15 he 
numbred among the Children 
of God, and his Lot is among 
' the Saints? 3, 4,5. Verles of 
the ſame Chapter. But certain- 
ly true Happineſs, and Sati(- 
Þ fattion and Pleaſure is to be had 
only 
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only in a good, vertuous and. 


chriſtian Life, which leads us 
to, and fixeth us upon that 


ſummum bonum, God: A good 


Conſcience being a continual 
Feaſt, that only a good Man, 
a good Chriſtian always carries 
about him : For as Solomon ſays 
truly, God's Ways are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths 
are Peace, Prov. 3. 17- A 
good Chriſtian is the only Man 
that can with an humble and 
chearful Confidence look up to 
God as his almighty Proteftor 
and Defender, as his gracious 
Father, under the Light of 
whoſe Countenance he doth e- 
very day Rejoice : For as one 
well obſerves, Vertue .is the 
Tenure by which we hold of 
Heaven, without this we are 
but as Out-laws, who cannot 
claim Protettion. Thus as 
tne 


or, Advice to a God-ſon. 4.2 | 


*the Proviſion for a Chriſtian's 
 EWelfare in this World. And 
| Fas the Wicked at their latter 

End fee (altho' too late) their 
 BFolly, and then Lament and 
 EBewail their- Rebellions and 
| EWickedneſs againſt God, with 
great Horrour and Conſterna- 
' Ftion of Heart, and then not 

being able to fly from them- 

ſelves, lie down in Sorrow, 
 Eforewarning others of their Fol- 
| Flies. So, on the other Hand, 
theſe faithful Diſciples of their 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt,when they come to die,if 
you ſhould then ask them whe- 
ther ever they repented of their 
faithful ſerving God, in walk- 
ing in that ſeeming ſtreight and 
narrow Way of Vertue and 
true Chriſtianity» And they 
will preſently tell you, That 
he was the beſt Maſter in the 
World, 
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World, and that his Service was 


perte&t Freedom; That there| 


15no {uch Life of Pleaſure, ſoy 
and Satisfa&tion, and true Tran- 
quility and Peace of Mind, as 


in an honeſt fincere Chriſtian 


Life. Eccleſiaſt. 2. 10, 11. They 
wiil ſay with the Son of Syrach, 


Look at the Generations of ola, Þj;. : 


and ſee, did ever any truſt in 
the Lord and was confounded! 
Or did ever any abide in his 
Fear and was forſaken? Or 
whom aid he ever deſpiſe that 
called upon him ? 

For the Lord is full of Cim- 
paſſion and Merciful, long Suf. 
fering and wery pitiful, and 
forgiveth Sins, and ſaveth. in 
time of Aﬀiiction. You will 
hear even the beſt of them be- 
wailing much their own Un- 
profitableneſs, and that they 
have done ſo good a _ {0 
ittle 


or, Advice to 4 God. ſon. 4.8 


little Service; and you will find 
them rejoicing in God, even 
when grim Death looks them 
full in the Face, and they re- 
turning him a Smile of Diſdain 
for his Frowns: And to ſpeak 
the Truth, they are ſo full of 
Joy they are not able to expreſs 
it in Words, it being better telt 
than expreſſed, and what they 
have all along met wirh in their 
holy Chriſtian Courſe. For 
what great Encouragements 
have they had daily alſo from 
their clear and: full Proſpect of 
a glorious celeſtial Crown a- 
waiting for them in the other 
World 2? But this future, great 
and tranſcendent Felicity (that 
neither Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear 
hath heard, nor ever entered 
into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive) how can they, or I, re- 
preſent it to you? 0 how great 
2 
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i thy Goodneſs which thou haſi 
laid up for them that fear thee, 
&c. Pal. 31. 19. 

Now,God- I” are enter d 
into their Chriſtian Race, and 
may become as Happy as they, 
if you will but follow their 
Example, and walk in their 
Steps, you may afluredly par- 
take of their SatisfaCtions and 
Comforts in this Life, and alſo 
of their Reward and Crown in 
the other World. Conſider the} a Ic 
{eaſonableneſs of the time ofÞ tak 
your Youth, which is the moſt} wii 
acceptable time with God ,now|ren 
you may aſlure your felt the ver 
golden Scepter is held forth :tag 
How pleaſing muſt it needs bef] his 
to the Divine Majeſty of Hea-ſ his 
ven, the ſupreme Lord the Cre-J af} 
ator, to have the Firſt Born] Spi 
of his Creatures, their Youth 
and Strength, their Firſt virginſc 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts and Aﬀe8tions de- 
voted and dedicated to him 
and his Service? O how rejoi- 
cingly will he now receive you, 
yea embrace you in the Arms 
of his tendereſt Afﬀections > 
And how may you now exſpect 
the all-powertul Aſliſtances of 
his Grace, the {ſtrongeſt Gales 
of his Spirit to afli{t your In- 
deavours? Now, what wile 
Man (think you) who having 
2 long and difficult Voyage to 
take, wherein he 1s like to meet 
with a ſtrong Tide and Cur- 
rent again{t him, but will be 
very ready to take the Advan- 


:Ftage of Wind and Weather for 


his Help and Furtherance in 


-Fhis Voyage 2 Now God hath 


alluced to you the Gift of his 
Spirit, if you earneſtly beg it - 
of him, and make diligent ute 
of it, both to encourage, _ 
an 
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and comtort you in your Chri- 
ſtian Race, that at laſt you 
may gain the Celeſtial Crown. 

How ſeaſonable alſo will 
this Time of your Youth, 
Health, Strength and Vigour 
be to your felt, for the eaſy 
effefting and accompliſhing 
this great Work? Now before 
you have taſted the Pleaſures 
of Sin, or however, before you 
have taken too deep Draughts 
of that poyſonous and perni- 
cious Potion of Vice, and Sin 


before you have contraCted E-f|/o 


vil Habits (thoſe Cuſtoms in 
Sin, which are as a Second 
Nature) and before you are 
immerſed in the Cares and 
Troubles of this Life, now ro 
receive the Impreſſion (on yout 


is 6, 
and 
ces 
the 
YO; 
on 


tender and pliable Minds) of fer; 


Heaven, of Vertue and the 


apt 


Love of God-) Q, have thereforeÞrop 
a 


= 
n 
1d 
re 
1d 
ro 


ut 


of 


or, Advice to a God-ſon. 49 


a more eſpecial Care at this 
time, of thoſe dangerous Rocks 
of Eaſe and Pleaſure, and il! 
Example, upon which ſo many 
are daily ſhipwreck'd in their 
Youth and tender Years; here- 
in take the Advice lately gi- 
ven by a worthy Author to 
young Perſons. The chiefeſt 
In[tances of Vice (faith he) con- 
ſoft in the extravagant Afﬀetta 
tion 7 ſenſual Delights and 
Pleaſures, The Tudgment of 
Toth is raw, nor bath its Rea- 
fon attained to any Conſiſtency, 
is eaſily impoſed upon by Shews 
and Appearances of tnines, it 
ces but the Sarfate-of ther; 
the Inclinations of Senſe are 
rong and prevalent, and the 

owers of Reaſon weak and ime 


perfect, are eaſily fired and 


ole aptivated by any thing that 
refpropoſeth preſent Gratification 


A 
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and ſatisfying its carnal Ap- || 
petites. It rherefore very much | © 
concerns you, not to truſt to | © 
your own Judgment, but take 


in the Advice of wiſer Heads | © 
than your own, and now to £ 
labour to miortify and ſubdue} 2 
your Luſts and carnal Appe- he 
tites and Paſ{ions, and to get /; 


the Conqueſt over them be. 
times, as the Son of Syrach fre 
adviſerh thee, Eccleſfiaſt. 18. 30 23 
32, Go not after thy Lap. buth '* 
refrain thy (elf from thine Ap. del 
petites, Take not Pleaſure inf 
much good Chear, &c. __ 
Now let it be your grealff Ma 
care to break off ſuch ſinful YN 
Cuſtoms you have contraCtec loo, 
eſpecially thoſe of lying anc Vic 
ſwearing (too much aboundy © e 
ing 1n young Perſons in ou befc 
days.) Uſe not to make an 
manner of Lyes, for the as | 
Tnered 


or, Advice to a God-ſon. 51 


thereof is not good, as the Son 
of Syrach adviſeth thee, Ec- 
clefiaſt. 7-13, And accuſtom not 
thy Mouth to ſwearing, neither 
uſe thy ſelf to the naming of 
the Holy one: As he further 
adviſeth; For a Man ( faith 
he ) that uſeth much ſwearing 
ſhall be filled with Iniquity, and 
||| the Plague ſhall never depart 
| from his Houſe, 8c. Ecclehiaſt. 
| 23-9, 11. I pray you confider 
it well, and abominate and 
deteſt this horrible Sin of (wear- 
ing and curſing, this blaſphe- 
mous Contempt of the divine 
Majeſty of Heaven,. which in 
young Perſons may ve well 
if looked upon as the Seed of all 
" | Vice and Wickedneſs in them, 
to end in that Plague and Curſe 
before mentioned. 

an And in the next place en- 
m0 £2ge and fix your Aﬀettions 
t C2 Aftrong- 


52 A New-Tears Gift: 


ſtrongly upon God and things || , 
above; now a quarter part of || , 
the Pains and Labour will dof , 
the Buſineſs, which you muſt F , 
be forced elſe to uſe afterward, | þ, 
if you ler pals this beſt time; (| y, 
_ ſtrike while the Iron isÞ ;+ 
Or, 

[n reſpe& of your Mortality. - 
How ſeaſonable is this time to 
do this great and neceſſary Bu- 
fineſs of Life 2 Conſider the 
Frailty and incertainty of your 
Life, which may more eſpecial- 
Iy be compared in Youth to a 
Bubble, a Vapour, a Flower, 
quickly nipt in the Bud, when 
leaſt expected by your (zlt: 
Death is your great Enemy, 
who awaits for your Life every 
day, be therefore beforehand 
with him, and prepared againſt 
his Aflaults, which only can be 
by making uſe of the preſent 
c1me 
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time (which is only yours) to 
make your Peace with God, 
and to ſecure to your (elf eter- 
na! Happineſs, that you may 
be made Holy nd fit for Hea- 
ven; that when Death cornes 
it may not be able to hurt you, 
but advantage you, in tranſla- 
ting you from this ſinful and 
troubleſome World into the 
Manſions of eternal Pleaſures 
ana Delights above. This true 
Wiſdom of being Religious and 
VYertuous, will, in ſhort, make 
you live comfortably and die 
bravely. 

God-ſon, you remember that 


| ſaying in your Grammar, /1vl- 


twm ſcire eſt vita Tacundiſſima, 
Wiſdom and Knowledee is the 
{weeteſt Life of all. And the 
Son of Syrach, Eccleſiaſt. 40-29. 
will tell you, Wine and 1u- 
fick rejoice the Heart, but the 

C 3 Love 
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Love of Wiſdem is above them 
both. 

Improve your Mind therein, 
now take Pains to acquireit : As 
one hath well obſerved, A# Men 
deſire Knowleage, but they are 
unwilling to be at the Pains to 
get it. The wiſe Heathen Se- 
yeca will tell you, The greater 
any Man's Knowleage is the 
greater and more perfe(t is his 
AAind, It's Knowledge makes 
us Men and not Years; and 
he goes on and extolleth the 
Knowledge and Contemplation 
of God, above all other Know- 
ledge. The Knowledge of God 
(faith he) is the moſt excellent 
Knowledge: He is the moſt ex- 
cellent Object; and therefore 
the Knowledge of him muſt 

needs be ſo. Nothing ſo much 
delights and perfetts the Minds 
of Men as the Knowledge + 
God; 
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God; that's moſt Pleaſarit,and 
miniſters greateſt SatisfaCtion 
to them; that quiets and lays 
to Reſt the Morions, and fa- 
tisfies the Appetites of them, 
it alſo pertets and compleats 
them. 

I need not recommend to 
you the knowledge.  of- God 
and Religion, for he hath (you 
ſee) prevented me, done it to 
my hands: And not only get 
your Mind well inſtructed in 
your Chriſtian Religion, but 
conſider alſo that our Happi- 
neſs lies not in 4onorwm cognt- 
trone, but fraitione, not in 
knowing but in living anſwer- 
able. to our Knowledge: As 
a great and learned Man faith, 
Veritatem Philoſophia querit, 
Theologia invenit, Religio poſſt- 
det : Religion Conliſts in Pra- 
Rice, If ye know theſe things 
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happy are you it you do them 
as the holy Scripture teacheth 
us. If you love me (faith our 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter) keep 
my Commanaments, Let me 
exhort you to live anſwerable 
to your holy Chriſtian Reli- 
pion in Communion with the 
Church of E»g/and (ſhe being 
a ſound part of the Catholick 
Church of Chriſt) and beware 
of ſuch as would ſeduce you 
from her Communion, for 
herein lies your Safety, to obey 
and be guided by them that 
have the Overſghrt of you, and 
are over you in the Lord, Feb. 
13- 17- and to eſteem them 


highly for their Works ſake, 


as the Apoſtle exhorts us 1 Theſ: 
5s. 13. And tell them thar 
ſhall at any time attempt to 
perverr you, That by an hear- 
ty Practice of the Religion as 

you 
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you have been taught in the 
Church of Englana; you find 
you have attained to a Tem- 
per ſo like that of good Men, 
and even of our Lord Jeſus 
himſelf, as it is fet down in 
Scripture; you find ſuch 2 
(uitableneſs in it, with all the 
Wants and Deſires of your 
Soul, ſuch Helps againſt your 
Infirmities, {uch Comfort from 
diſcharge of your Duty, ſuch 
a Fear of doing any Ill either 
to Friend or Stranger, ſuch an 
hearty Inclination to do Good 
to all: As that if they ſhould 
teach you any other ways they 
mult needs make you a worſe 
Man: Both more uneaſy to 
your ſelf, and more trouble- 
ſome, and perhaps, dangerous 
to others. And that therefore 
you reſolve, by God's Grace, 
ro continue in the ſaid Holy 
C5 Church 
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Church, which, as far as you 
can diſcern, by a Tryal of your 
own (and I am ſure Practice 
will convince you of this) 
makes Men as Happy in them- 
ſelves as uſeful to others, as 
they can be in this World. 
And that any other Communi- 
on which requires Men to pra- 
Ctſe otherwiſe muſt, as far as 
you underſtand, make them 
worſe. And therefore you can- 
not but think that you have 
more reaſon to hearken to 
the Advice of, and be guided 
by your Mother the Church of 
England, and her Paſtors ſhe 
hath appointed and ſet over 
you, than by any Strangers 
whatſoever. And inthis hum- 
ble Submiſſion to the Church 
(wherein you were born and 
baptized, and from whom you 
received your Chriſtianity) and 
in 
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in your Fidelity to her (if you 
ſhould happen by this means to 
be led into any - Error, or 
- Miſtake, as to Matters of Diſ- 
pute) it will be doubtlels. a 
very venial, or pardonable 
Crime in you, it being in an 
humble Submiſſion to the beſt 
Guide you have next the Scri- 
ptures. An Error, or Miſtake 
ariſing from Humility of Heart, 
and Diftdence in your (elf, is 
a far leſs Crime than what a- 
riſes from Pride and ſelf-Con- 
fidence in Oppoſition to your 
ſpiritual Governours 8& Guides, 
which God hath placed, and 
given them Authority over 
you; which our Seftaries have 
reaſon ſeriouſly to contfider of 
in our days: 

God-ſon, Since the penning 
of the precedent Diſcourſe, 
meeting with theſe following 
Verſes 


ne eee ee ee = 


pu — 
— 


Ge : "—_ . 


"ea. Swe WS. 44 


&o © A New-Tears Gift : 


Verſes of a late Author, ſome- 
thing pertinent to my Diſ- 
caurfe, 'I thought fit to add 
them. to it, conſidering that 
with 'Youth the ſame Matter 
being cloathed in Verſe may be 
tnbre acceptable than'in Proſe. 


Do not miſpend thygolden Tonth, 
' "ard brirg 


The Droſs of thy old Age to 


ferve thy King. 
Do not neglett the Morning of 
' thy Days, 
Ard think the Evening fit thy 
God to praiſe. 
God early muſt be ſought, the 
longer we 


Perſiſt 1» Sin, the ſtronger Sin 
will be : 

From Vice to Vertue turn, from 
bad to good ; 

The aceper ſtill he finks who 
ſtands in Mud: 


A 
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A Nail, the farther it ts dvi- 


ven in, 

The haraer is drawn out, and 
fo 15 Sine 

None can foretel, how long the 
fatal glaſs 

Shall run, or elſe how ſoon the 
Sand will paſs. 

Delay no time ; that Man will 
[prink and fear, 

Who [> the Burthen on old 
Age to bear. 

Becanſe the foohſh Virgins 
came too late, 

They Heaven loft, for Chriſt 
pad ſhnt the Gate. 

Should we be old, are we they 
jare to ſtore, 

Our Souls with Grace, which 
we refuſed before. 

Throuwh Mitre and Dirt, who 
travels all the Day, 

Will hardly go by Night a clean- 


EY WAY: 
The 


moore ee ee ax 
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The Tenant which neglefts th 
appointed Day, 

Forfeits his Leaſe, and fret his 
Landlord may. 


Unto which let me add 
what a worthy Divine ſpeaks, 
as very remarkable. 7t z 0b- 


ſervable (ſaith he) that for 


the moſt part of good Men and 
Women, they are ſuch as had 
the Foundations of Piety laid 
in their Toxth, and wery few 
are found who were effeftually 
reclaimed afterwards. 
Doubtleſs, God-ſon, there 
is nothing makes a Man honeſt, 
upright, ingenious, uſeful and 
truly recommends himſelt to 
the World and Society of Man- 
kind as Religion, and above a!l 
Religions the Chriſtian ; which 


truly makes us like to God. 


Ot. 


- 
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St. Chry/oftom (as a late Au- 
thor preſents him ) doth con- 
firm what I have ſaid herein. 
In one of his Homilies or Ser- 
mons, he ſpeaks thus. None 
labours ſo much that we ſhould 
be approved Great and Ingeni- 
ous, as God who made us, axd 
therefore he doth us good often- 
times even againſt our Wills, 
and gives us many good things 
which we know not * x &C. 

In the next place it will 
not be improper to give you a 
ſhort Deſcription of Ingenui- 
ty of Mind, to let you know 
what it 1s, as a worthy Perſon 
hath deſcribed it, viz. 

Wecannot (faith he) ſuppoſe 
the divine Wiſdom ſo much 
ſhort of hurhane, as not in his 
Intention to aſſign it to purpo- 
ſes worthy of it, theſe muſt re- 
late to God, our ſelves, or our 
Neighbours. In 
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In Reſpe&t of God, it ren- 
ders us more capable of Con- 
templating his Perfe&tions, dil- 
covering the Equity of his 
Laws, and our Obligation to 
Obedience: In regard of our 
ſelves, it makes us apprehend 
our own Intereſt in that Obe- 
dience, Makes us trabtable and 
perſwaſible, contrary to that 
brutiſh Stubbornneſs of the 
Horſe and Mule, which the 
PAalmiſt reproacheth wicked 
Men with; beſides it accom- 
modates us in all Concerns of 
humane Life; forms it ſelf in- 
to all thoſe uſeful Contrivan- 
ces which may make our own 


Being here more Comfortable, 
eſpecially it renders a Man 
Company to himſelf, and in 
the greateſt Dearth of Society 
entertains him with his own 
Thovghts, 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, As to our Neigh- 
bours, it renders us uſeful and 
aſſiſtant; all theſe Diſcoveries 
and Experiments, thoſe Arts 
and Sciences, which are now 
the common Treaſure of the 
World, took their firſt Rice 
from the Ingenuity of parti- 
cular Perſons, &c. Now all 
theſe are Imployments com- 
menſurable to the Faculty 
from whence they flow, and 
that anſwer its Excellency and 
Value, and he that ſo beſtows 
his Talent gives a good Ac- 
count of his Truſt. 

This very Deſcription of In- 
penuity is enough (one would 
think) to make vs all to fall 
in Love with it. To conclude 
all in the Words of that ex- 
cellent and wife Heathen Se- 
neea: Wealth, Honour and Fa- 
wvour may come upon a Man 


by 
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by chance ; nay may be caſt up- 


0n him without ſo much us look- 
ing after; but Vertue is the 
Work of Induſtry and Labogr ;; 
and certainly 'tis worth the la- 
bour to purchaſe that good 
which brings all others along 
with it. 

The moſt miſerable of all 
Hortals are they that deliver 
themſelves up to their Palates, 
or to their Luſt. 

I could out of my Chriſtian 
Aﬀettion to you ( God-ſon ) 
have faid a great deal more 
upon this Subject, but I am 
unwilling to cloy your tender 
Mind. Read now and then a lit- 
tle of this Diſcourſe as you have 
convenient Time, and conſider 
ſeriouſly of it: What I have 
herein done, is out of Senſe of 
my Duty, and that I might 
not be your God-father for no- 

thing, 
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thing, but that you might be 
ſomewhat beneftted and pro- 
fitted by the ſame. And that 
this and all other Helps in this 
kind, in tendency to promote | 
your Welfare both in Soul and 
Body, may prove ſucceſsful, 
ſhall be the hearty Prayers of 
your Chriſtian Friend. - 


- cwa_—s — - 


Let us heartily pray, as our | 
Church direCts in the Col- 
leCt for the 6** Sunday af- 
ter the Epiphany. 


God, whofe bleſſed Son 
was manifeſted, that he , 
might deſtroy the Works of | 
the Devil, and make us the 4 
Sons of God, and Hetrs of 
eternal Life; Grant us, we 
beſeech thee, that having this 
Hope, 
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Hope, we may purifie our 
ſelves even as he is Pure ;, that 
when he (hall appear again with 
Power and great Glory, we 
may be made like wnto bim Tr 
bis eternal and glorious Kmg- 
aom, where with thee, O Fa- 
ther, and thee, O boly Ghoſt, 
be liveth and reigneth ever 
one God World without end. 
Amen. 


__ —_— 4 — C __—_— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


God: ſon, 


Hope you will give me 
leave further to put you 

in mind (now and then by 
Letter, ſo long as you and |] 
live in this World) of your 
Chriſtian 


Poſtſcript, ' 6g 
Chriſtian Duty, and your 
ſolemn Engagement there- 
unto, and to encourage you 
in your Chriſtian Race. I 
adjudging it to be no more 
than my Duty ſo to do. 
And I humbly conceive, were 
God-fathers and God-Mo- 
thers but careful to perform 
their Duty towards their 
God-Children, there would 
be no reaſon for the quar- 
relling, and finding fault 
with the Inſtitutions of the 
Church injoining them ; but 
the great Wiſdom and Picty 
of the Church would emi- 
nently appear to them here- 
in. And, | pray God, that all 
who have made it their Bu- 
ſineſs to cry out againſt it, 
would 
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would {ſeriouſly conſider 
what harm they may have 
done, and repent of it : And 
that thoſe who honour the 
Inſtitution, would be care- 
ful to do all the good which 
the relation of a God-Father ] 
requires; and I doubt not 
but a Bleſſing would go a- 
long with them, for the in- 
creaſe of Truth, Picty, and 
the adorning of the Goſpel 
of God our Saviour in all 
things. 


Novemb. 20. 
1687, 
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T7 E Counteſs of Morton's 
aaily 4. Or, a 
Book - Prayers and Rules 
how to ſpend the time in the 
Service and Pleaſure of Al- 

mighty God- 

” Book for Beginners : Or, 
a help to Young Communi- 
cants, that they may be fitted 
for the Holy Communion, and 
receive it. with Profit. 

A Private Prayer for the uſe 
of thofte who want the Oppor- 
tunity of Receiving the Holy 
Communion ; Or are any ways 
difabled from going to it, at 
the uſual times of its publick 
Aaminiſtration. Price 1 4. 

A Copy of a Letter written 


to a Gentlewoman newly Se- 
duced 


duced to the Church of Rowe: 
By the Reverend F.T. D. D. 
late Biſhop of Down and Con- 
nor, Price ſtitchd 29. * 

Happineſs at Hand: Or a 
Plain and Practical Diſcourſe 
of the Joy of Juſt Men's Souls 
in the ſtate of Separation from 
the Body. For theInſtructtion 
of weak Chriſtians, and for 
the Comfort of the AfiRted, 
By F. B. Reftof of Fincham- 
ſtead, in the County of Berks. 
Price bound 1s. 

Short DireAtions how to 
obtain Peace and Tranquility 
of Mind. Price 2d. 

Reſt for the Heavy Laden. 
Promiſed by our Lord and 
Saviour Teſas Chriſt, to all 
ſincere Believers, pradtically 
diſcourſed upon. By Clement 
Ellis, Rettor of Kirby in Not-+ 
tinghamſhire. 


THE END 


